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‘Bookmark’ saves weak in progress 


“Bnnkpig rk.” a new ?69.95 pro- 
p^ram for IBM PCs and PC-compat¬ 
ible computers, does something 
very simple: every few minutes, it 
takes a “picture” of what’s in the 
computer’s memory and saves it 
on your hard disk. 'This picture, re¬ 
ally a bit-by-bit copy in computer 
terms, acts as a book¬ 
mark •— enabling you 
to return to that exact 
spot with ease. 

Let’s say you’re in 
the middle of a very 
complex task when the 
hghts in your building 
flicker due to a thun¬ 
derstorm. Without the 
luxu]ry of a backup bat- 
, tery to provide standby 
power to your comput¬ 
er, your current docu- Segal 
ments, spreadsheets or whatever' 
. else you were woridng on would be 
lost. You’d have to restart the 
computer, reload your programs 
and try to backtradc to where you 
were before. Hours of work mi^t 
have to be reconstructed. 

However, with Bookmark in¬ 


stalled ahead of time, you would 
only lose a couple of minutes of 
work, if that. Bookmark only has 
to be installed once and then it will 
back up your files every two min¬ 
utes — forever. When you restart 
your computer, the following mes¬ 
sage appears on the screen: “Re¬ 
sume? y or N.” By 
touching the Y key for 
yes, the computer goes 
back to the exact place 
where you were when 
the last bookmark was 
placed. You can then 
proceed as if nothing 
had happened. 

The wonderful fea¬ 
ture of this program is 
its ability to intention¬ 
ally place a bookmark 
in your work at quitting 
time, shut off your computer, and 
then pick up again at the exact 
spot when you resiune work in the 
morning. When you install Book¬ 
mark on your computer, you can 
define a special key combination, 
such as Alt-S, to allow you to set 
the bookmark manually at any 


time. 

While I like the program and will 
recommend it to my clients, there 
are a few drawbacks: 

t/* Bookmark only works with 
hard disk PCs that have enough 
room on the disks for the backup 
copies. If your computer has 512 
kilobytes of memory, it needs 
512K; if you have 640K, it needs 
640K, etc., plus 256K for the video 
memory. That’s an awM lot of 
overhead for a hard disk computer 
that might only have 10 megabytes 
of disk space to start with. Indeed, 
the publisher of Bookmark only 
recommends it for use with sys¬ 
tems of 20 megabytes or greater. 

v Expert ir^Uation is usually 
required. Although the manual is 
clear and easy to understand, I dis¬ 
covered that many thin^ can go 
wrong during the installation pro¬ 
cess. Once set up, it works like a 
charm, but getting there isn’t al¬ 
ways easy. 

v' The program is copy protect¬ 
ed, which is annoying. You can’t 
easily install just one copy on sev¬ 
eral computers in your office. 


which is a common need. 

i/' Finally, especially since a 
separate copy needs to be purchas¬ 
ed for each computer in your of¬ 
fice, Bookmark’s $69.95 list price 
seems very high. Perhaps the price 
will fall when competitive pro¬ 
grams are introduced, or when 
mail-order companies begin to of¬ 
fer it at a discount. 

On the other hand, when you 
think about it rationally, the price 
is not too high for the peace of 
mind you’ll gain, especially consid¬ 
ering the value of your time and’ 
the frustration involved if you have' 
to re-input important files. This* 
smart little program is a real win-' 
ner. 

Bookmark is available from fp -' 
tellisoft of Novato. Calif., or from 
local computer stores. 
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